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CORONAVIRUS — VACCINATIONS — THIRD DOSE 

816. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Premier: 
I refer to our state’s record on COVID vaccinations, which shows that more than 350 000 people were double 
vaccinated by 1 August and more than 700 000 were double vaccinated by 1 September. With overseas experience 
showing that vaccine efficacy diminishes within six months, which means that hundreds of thousands of vaccinated 
Western Australians will have reduced protection by February and beyond, will there be a government advertising 
campaign to alert the public to the requirement for a third vaccination, and will the Premier guarantee that these 
700 000 people will have access to a third vaccination, given the pending border opening? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Our current vaccination rates are: as at 22 November, the first-dose rate is 85 per cent and the double-dose rate 
is 72.9 per cent for those over the age of 12 years. The figure for first doses is around 1.9 million doses and when 
the figure for second doses is added, it is a bit over 1.6 million doses. What is the maths on that? It is the best part of 
3.5 million doses of vaccine that we have delivered, despite all the naysayers and the critics out there. We were the 
equal first state to open up the booster program. We are encouraging people to get the booster when they become 
eligible, which is at the six-month mark after they get their second dose of the vaccine, whichever it is. The booster 
will be Pfizer, but it can be on top of the AstraZeneca or Moderna vaccine. The reality is that of course we will work 
to get people to get their booster dose as soon as they are eligible, and many people are already eligible and are 
already doing it. We will work with the commonwealth to do it. Most of the responsibility for the boosters will be 
with general practitioners and pharmacists over time. 

As to whether we will have further advertising campaigns, we have advertising campaigns now. We are currently 
advertising with millions of dollars now to get people vaccinated. I expect that will continue in one form or another 
in conjunction with the commonwealth. I welcome what the commonwealth did the other day with Ernie Dingo. 
I met him, actually, in Port Hedland the other day. He was at the same clinic that I was at. He is out there campaigning 
to get Aboriginal people vaccinated as we speak. 
My only word of advice to the Leader of the Liberal Party is this: Why does he not join us in campaigning for 
vaccination? Why does he not go out there and join us? Why does he not stop criticising and undermining? Why 
does he not just stop it? Just stop it! Ask questions on other issues, but go out there and join us in trying to get people 
vaccinated. We are going through a very difficult period with a whole range of people—extremists in our community—
making the most vile and horrible allegations and threats as we speak. It would be great if the Leader of the Liberal 
Party stopped his criticising and undermining. 
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